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Natives Fighting Hard For “Independent Nations” Status 


by Sy Sims 

Canadian Natives may have being living in Canada since Confederation 
in 1867, but as far as most Indian, Metis and Inuit people are concerned, 
they have yet to “legally” join the country. 

To this point they have agreed, through treaties, that Canada can use 
about tow-thirdsd of their lands, but in court case after court case throughout 
the country, they firmly believe they are still independent nations. 

Their views are radically different from those of the provincial and 
federal governments. And the proof has been clearly visible in the past 
three First Ministers’ Conferences - where nothing concrete has been resol¬ 
ved. 

The next, and last First Ministers’ Conference before the 1988 deadline 
to reach a settlement, is slated to begin in April. As of now, there are 
hopeful signs a breakthrough could be reached but nobody is overly optimis- 

The goal of the governments and aboriginal peoples is to put into the 
Constitution an amendment which would state that Metis, Inuit and Status 
Indians have the right to govern themselves. It’s an incredibly complex 
situation that could significantly change the make-up of the country. 

SUPPORT IS THERE, BUT... 

The minister of Indian Affairs, Bill McKnight, and his predecessor 
David Crombie, have been working towards that goal - with the support 
of Prime Minister Mulroney. Tne majority or piuvii 
the plan their stamp of approval. 

The great problems arise, however, in trying to figure out what authority 
natives should ultimately possess in self-government, and what their re¬ 
lationship would be with both levels of government afterwards. 

Said McKnight in a recent interview: “The Indian leadership doesn't 
like the comparison to municipal government, but without actually saying 
the word, I think that within the existing constitutional frawework of 
Canada, that is what we are talking about.” 

The national chief of the Assembly of First Nations (AFN), George 
Erasmus, has a different interpretation of the relationship between govern¬ 
ments and Indian nations. "What we want is a series of powers and areas 
which are clearly and undisputedly under our control,” he said. That outlook 


means aboriginals see themselves much closer to provincial government 
status. 

INTERPRETATION CRUCIAL 

Continued Erasmus: “What we’ve been discussing in this country is 
where the jurisdiction will come from. Will it be delegated from the province 
or the federal government? Or will it be a recognition that First Nations 
never surrendered their right to self-government? 

Whatever the outcome, Erasmus made it clear aboriginal peoples “will 
not accept delegated authority from the federal or provincial governments 
to govern themselves. 

The national chief also pointed out that municipal status is out of the 
question because those powers “can be withdrawn at any time.” 

The Sechelt Band, residing on the coast north of Vancouver, has already 
accepted a form of self-government based on the municipal model. Natives 
leaders throughout the country were enraged when the deal was announced. 

McKnight said coming Indian agreements would have to follow. iw~ 
or less, the same kind of model. “It would not be acceptable, inmy view, 
to create another level of government in Canada that would be equal to 
the Crown or the provinces.” 

The conflict really comes into focus when examining the case ofStatus 
and Treaty Indians. A different situation exists for non-status and the Metis. 

ostensably, the Inuit of the Eastern Arctic are in a very favorable position. 
N e gotiatio ns:, are already well underway to divide their lands from the 

Since the^hiuh'people "(Jommate'tlle rc^tdn^ lucj^mw «<.-*,eve de facto 
self-government with the distinct possibility of becomikng a province ir 

That’s not the cast 

nations are a minority. However, it’s believed tb 
guarantee native people 50 per cent of the se 
legislature. 

The federal and provincial governments have said they will grant all 
these people self-government rights, and even provide title to the land in 


B.C. Finally Recognizes Aboriginal Rights 


by Sy Sims 

In a major reversal of policy, the provincial 
government of British Columbia has conceded that 
certain aboriginal rights will be upheld by the 
courts, and is now prepared to develop new 
policies concerning natives issues. 

Bruce Strachan, Intergovernmental Relations 
Minister, said that for far too long now, the gov¬ 
ernment has been hiding behind its legal position 
that aboriginal title does not exist in B.C. 

Strachan made the comments after assistant de¬ 
puty minister in the attorney-general’s ministry. 
Bob Exell, criticized the government for not adopt¬ 
ing political guidelines on Indian issues. Exell said 
the government might have avoided court action 
over, for example, logging on Meares Island if it 
had been willing to negotiate with the Indians. 

Said Exell: “If the government had shown some 
conciliation, we could have kept it out of court. 
But the Bennett government didn’t entertain that 
notion.” Exell was the province’s senior bureauc¬ 
rat in charge of Indian policy andprograms before 
resigning at the first of this month. 

Strachan said he generally agreed with what 


Exell had to say. iV _ y 

As chairman of the new cabinet zjprrimitteeffr 
deal with native issues, Strachan, ^'iterated that 
the government will develop ndjw policies to 
negotiate with native leaders. Stracfen believes 
that the courts will uphold basic traditional hunting 
and fishing rights, but refused to elaborate any 
further. 

“Just what shape our policies will take I can’t 
say right now,” remarked Strachan. 

Exell rebuked the provincial government for not 
moving on Indian issues, and for not developing 
separate political policy. “The Courts have been 
sending government a lot of signals that there is 
an Indian interest that must be dealt with. Still, 
there’s been no political response from the govern¬ 
ment,” he added. 

Chairman of the Nuu-Chah-nulth Tribalk Coun¬ 
cil, George Watts, said that Indians were open to 
negotiations such as logging, provided it respected 
other concerns, such as fishing and tourism. 

“The only reason you find us in court is because 
MacMillan Bloedel (a huge lumber company) 


went'fedek to the, province and said: ‘No way we 
want-.isGog everything”’ said Watts, complaining 
the^/idians expect to pay as much as $1.5 million 
to prepare their court case. 

JJie Meares Island controversy is slated to be 
heardln B.C' Supreme Court later this year. It’s 
afso expected that the challenge by Indians to dou¬ 
ble-tracking by the Canadian National Railways 
along a section of the Thompson River will be 
heard by the Court this year as well. 
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Fort Chip Chief To Make Separate Claim 


by Peter Racey 

In an effort to “save face”, a former chief of 
the Fort Chipewyan Cree has notified the federal 
government that he intends to make an individual 
claim rather than accept the package agreed upon 
by the entire band. 

Lawrence Courtoreille, along with his father 
and brother, has told Ottawa that each intends to 
take 160 acres of land in a separate claim, under 
the terms of Treaty 8 — originally signed in 1899. 

The Fort Chipewyan Cree band recently came 
to a settlement with the federal and provincial 
governments where Alberta will provide 11,000 
acres of land and $2.6 million for the other 13,000 
acres not taken by the band. 

Also, the Cree receive 1,280 acres at Peace 
Point in Wood Buffalo National Park; hunting, 
fishing and trapping rights; and an additional $24 
million cash compensation. 

Harvesting rights to its traditional area within 
the southeast portion of the park will be retained 


by the 1,197-member band, as well as a position 
on a wildlife advisory board. 

Courtoreille says he would rather take up a sepa¬ 
rate claim than be party to a deal in which Indian 
land is sold to the province. 

While he believes the recent land claim package 
is “a fairly good deal” for his people, he feels 
an unfortunate precedent has been set with the 
selling of 13,000 acres of land to Alberta at $200 
per acre. 

This recent settlement with the federal and pro¬ 
vincial governments "will be analysed for years 
— yes, it’s good; or no it’s bad. 

Alberta has claimed that the band was entitled 
to only 24,000 acres, based on population figures 
at the signing of Treaty. 8 in 1899. 

Courtoreille served as chief of the Fort Chipe¬ 
wyan Cree for eight years, and he worked on the 
land claim package for that entire period. 

He says: “Being the architect of the original 


e face is by going 


claim, the only way I 

separately. I don’t wa. 

the future with saying I sold out cheap.” 

A central issue in earlier negotiations concerns 
Courtoreille. namely that there is no provision for 
park land to revert to the band should Wood Buf¬ 
falo cease to be a national park. 

The Fort Chipewyan Cree settlement has drawn 
the ire of other native leaders. The Lubicon Lake 
band, whose 47-year land claim shows no im¬ 
mediate sign of resolution, has lambasted the fed¬ 
eral government for being "dishonest” by using 
the Fort Chip agreement as a model. 

In a recent statement, Lubicon Lake band chief 
Bernard Ominayak said: "People will soon come 
to realize that the Fort Chip Cree settlement is, in 
fact, just another sad example of the continuing 
abuse of aboriginal people and aboriginal rights 
in Canada.” 


Outlook Bright For Peace Hills 


by Peter Racey 

After years of struggle, Canada’s only native- 
owned trust company is beginning to recognize 
some of its aspirations. 

Profits and operations are starting to grow after 
six long years of hard work by the owners, and 
the Peace Hills Trust Company has just recently 
completed an expansion of its head office in Hob¬ 
bema. 

The company boasts of a healthy 1985 profit, 
and another good balance is expected for 1986. 
According to a company spokesman. Peace Hills 
Trust has a strong total of $100 million in assets 
and a clean financial statement. 

The head office in Hobbema was expanded by 
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1,000 square feet, and the trust company has re¬ 
cently opened a new office in Winnipeg. 

The trust company faced an uphill brittle from 
the time it opened in 1981. The venture was 
opened amidst poor economic times - a recession 
— and also came under strict government auditing. 

In recent years, confidence in all financial in¬ 
stitutions has been poor: the novelty of being 
wholly owned by the Samson band merely in¬ 
creased the struggle for the Peace Hills Trust Com¬ 
pany operation. 

However, the company appears to have over¬ 
stepped that barrier. Peace Hills has a strong foot¬ 
hold in western Canada and is hoping to expand 
into Ontario in the near future. 

Trust company president Thomas LaPoinle in¬ 
dicated that the successes of the operation can be 
seen in various ways. It has offered Hobbema 
natives accessible "honest” credit, with a full 
»~»^Uuiflport an d advisor y services, 
employment and training in non-traditional 
for natives, LaPointe claimed. 

“We’re beginning to achieve some of the aspi¬ 
rations of the owners,” he said. “The problems 
are behind us now.” 


Sampson Band Chief Jim Omeasoo celebrates 
expansion of Peace Hills Trust head office in 
Hobbema. 
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by Jim Crow J* riJ cnsh" So 

Scientists are looking frozen Great Slave Lake 
into statements made by a couple of weeks ago. 
eyewitnesses who claim An air traffic control- 

Band May Get 
Land Loan 

by Hy Chaparrel 

The federal government has raised the possibility 
of loaning the Kwakiutl Indian Band of British 
Columbia the necessary funds to buy Deer Island. 

The small island, off the coast of northern Van¬ 
couver Island, is currently owned by Archie 
Haleta. The Kwakiutl Indians, however, have 
been interfering with Haleta’s plans to log portions 
of the land. 

Haleta bought the 64-hectare (168-acre) island 
in late 1985 from MacMillan Bloedel Ltd. for 
$250,000, and has invested a total of $700,000 
on the project. 

The coastal Kwakiutl Indians claim the island 
as their own, and Ottawa is now considering lend¬ 
ing the Indian band the money to buy Deer Island. 

“This is an island that is privately owned,” 
claimed Fred Walchli of the Indian Affairs depart¬ 
ment, “as opposed to others which are owned by 
the provincial government.” 


ler at the Yellowknife 
Airport. Peter Jensen, 
first spotted the object 
about 130 km south off 
Yellowknife in the early 
evening hours. He de¬ 
scribed it as a "yel-j 
lowish-white. quite 
bright fireball, a little 
dimmer than the half¬ 
moon that night". 

Chris Stokland. a 
pilot with Landa Avia¬ 
tion, said he spotted the 
object off his right wing 
on a flight from Fort Re¬ 
solution to Hay River. 
Stokland. who reported 
the occurance about a 
half hour after Jensen 
saw it. thought it was a 
huge bonfire on the lake 
below. 

The flames continued 
to spurt for another five 

Stokland. 

In addition, two Hay 
River children also re¬ 
ported seeing a huge 
fireball weaving 


Con’t from Front Page 

But a sizeable portion of people with Native blood lines no longer live 
on reserves. In fact, as many as one million people of either pure of mixed 
blood now live in towns and cities. 

McKnight himself isn’t sure of what is to be done about the constitutional 
options of non-status Indians and people of mixed blood. The Native 
Council of Canada has proposed that a certain number of seats in Parliament, 
the Senate and some local councils be set aside for them, but that’s highly 
unlikely to occur. 

One observer admitted the entire process could take another couple of 

decades hefW S ct to where the y want t0 be - 


ern sky at about the 

The head of planetary 
services for the Na¬ 
tional Research-Council 
in Ottawa, Allen 
McNamara, said his de¬ 
partment will look for 
more reported sightings 
before launching an in¬ 
vestigation and possible 
search. 

Dorian Smith, a geol¬ 
ogy professor at the 
University of Alberta in 
Edmonton, noted that it 
was unlikely the 
meteorite caused the 
fire on the ice. unless 
the meteorite retained 
some of its "cosmic vel¬ 
ocity”. 

Almost half the guns 
on the Shamattawa In¬ 
dian Reserve in north¬ 
eastern Manitoba have 
been handed over to the 
RCMP for safekeeping. 
Reserve residents were 
asked by band officials 
at the end of December 
to voluntarily hand in 
their guns 

The request came 
after two months of vio¬ 
lence on the reserve, 
and came to a head on 
Boxing Day when two 

killed. Gerry Does, 
band clerk, said tough 
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Manitoba Band In Quandry 


by Hy Chaparrel 

A Manitoba Indian band gave a local construc¬ 
tion company carte blanche to build a $ 1.4 million 
gravel road on its reserve because it didn't have 
any choice, a band consultant said last week. 

A former official with the Federal Department 
of Indian Affairs, Qenis MacPhee, remarked that 
the God’s River band wanted the 1.6 km stretch 
of road constructed, and felt it could rely on 
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Thomas Campbell to do the job well. 

Campbell is the brother of George Campbell, 
the department's director-general at the time. 

MacPhee indicated the road probably wouldn't 
have been built if Campbell didn't get the contract. 

A newspaper out of Toronto noted that George 
Campbell moved to another post in the director- 
general's department last spring. His successor, 
Emil Korchinski, said Campbell was very anxious 
to avoid any conflict-of-interest inferences, and 
consequently refused to play any role with projects 
involving his brother’s company. 

As the Indian Affairs’ former senior finance 
officer in Manitoba, MacPhee gave an interview 
following published reports that the God's River 
band signed over blank cheques to Campbell Man¬ 
agement Ltd., which was owned by Thomas 
Campbell. 

While MacPhee denied Campbell was given 
pre-signed blank cheques to build the road, he 
admitted that Campbell was given full signing au¬ 
thority for the project. The community road on 
the reserve was started in 1984, and took almost 
two years to finish. 

Last year, a Winnipeg engineering firm 
examined the project and concluded the construc¬ 
tion should not have cost more than $300,00. En¬ 
gineers at Indian Affairs, however, figured the 
road should have cost about $900,000. 

MacPhee said the band is liable for the differ¬ 
ence between the actual and projected cost - a 
debt of almost half-a-million dollars - which is 
can’t afford to pay. 

The northeastern Manitoba band, with a mem¬ 
bership of approximately 300, is currently in re¬ 
ceivership. Meanwhile, Campbell Management 
Ltd. is no longer listed in the Winnipeg telephone 
directory. No one is sure where Thomas Campbell 
is now residing. 
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Aboriginal Rights Section Tested in Court 


by Gerry Garcia 

British Columbia lawyers Marvin Storrow and Art The case, now being heard in the B.C. Court 
Pape, contending that Indian fishing rights are of Appeals, is the first one in the province to test 
protected under the Constitution, argued against the aboriginal rights section of the Constitution, 
the Fisheries Act conviction of Musqueam band After listening to submissions from Storrow and 
member R.E. Sparrows. The lawyers insisted their Pape, and from the federal department of justice 
client is, therefore, not subject to “inconsistent and the B.C. Attorney General, the five judge 
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panel reserved its decision to further study the 

The conviction stems from an incident nearly 
three years ago in which Ronald Edward Sparrow, 
fishing on traditional band fishing grounds, was 
charged with using a 44 fathom net, almost 20 
fathoms over the level set by federal fisheries reg¬ 
ulations. 

At stake is the interpretation of Section 35 of 
the Constitution Act of 1982, which both recog¬ 
nizes and affirms “existing aboriginal rights”. 

By chraging the Crown’s case is focused on the 
question of extinguishment, Pape agrued that even 
if parliament could pass such legislation, there is 
regulation that specifically refers 
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extinguishment. 

Pape said the aboriginal right to fish is based 
on a particular Indian nation that partly depends 
on fishing for survival. Until that practice is “sur¬ 
rendered” by a treaty between the Indian band and 
the Crown, Indian fishing can be considered an 
“existing aboriginal right” under Section 35. 

In addition, noted Pape, Section 52 (1) of the 
Constitution holds that any law or regulation that 
is inconsistent with the protected rights has “no 
force or effect”. 

Arguing for the Crown, Department of Justice 
lawyer Digby Kier told the Appeals Court that 
Indian fishing rights have been legislated out of 
existence, and therefore Section 35 has nothing 
concrete to affirm. 

Kier went on to explain that if there were aborig¬ 
inal rights to fish, it could well be characterized 
as “free and unrestricted”. But when European 
settlers arrived on Canadian shores in large num¬ 
bers some 100 years ago, fishing was “taken away 
by the imposition of fishing restrictions pursuant 
to federal fisheries legislation. 

Kier maintained that the special rights and 
privilegesd enjoyed by Indians means only a 
“reasonable food fishery” that is determined 
through negotiations with the federal fisheries de¬ 
partment. 
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Friendship Centre Deer Island Ownership Still In Courts 


Extravaganza 


by Gerry Garcia 

The Canadian Native Friendship Centre 
(CNCF) in Edmonton will be celebrating their 
Silver Anniversary this summer. And to kick off 
the festivities, CNCF is organizing a huge 
“Friends In Sports” competition. 

Initiated two years ago, the thrust behind 
Friends in Sports was to bring all Friendship 
Centres together to compete in a variety of athletic 
endeavours. Last year, almost 500 athletes partici¬ 
pated in fastball and track and field events. 

For their Silver Anniversary this coming July, 
CNCF is attempting to bring together natives from 
all over Canada. The track and field competition 
is^open to girls and boys between the ages of 12 

Currently, negotiations are underway with the 
University of Alberta to feed and house the athletes 
at a reasonable price. 

The, following is a list of activities planned for 
the event: 

1) “Friends In Sports” national summer games; 
July 6-9, University of Alberta. 

2) Mens’ and Womens’ International Fastball ' 
Tournament; July 10-12 Enoch Indian Reserve. 

3) Seniors’ Games; July 13 - 14, Canadian Native 
Friendship Centre. 

4) Kiddies Day; July 15, Friendship Centre. 

5) International Golf Tournament; July 16 - 18, 
The Links in Spruce Grove. 

6) Canadian Native Princess Pageant; July 16 - 
18, West Edmonton Mall. 

7) Klondike Days Breakfast; July 19, Friendship 
Centre. 

All participants must have identification with 
proof of age, and a Friendship Centre membership 
card dated at least one month prior to July 6, 1987. 

Rules and registration forms for athletes will be 
sent to all Friendship Centres who register by the 
June 15, 1987 deadline. 

All track and field events except the 10k run 
will take place at the Southside athletic field at 
the University of Alberta. 

All Friendship Centres participating in CNCF’s 
Silver Anniversary activities will be asked to pay 
$250 to help defray the costs of athletic facilities, 
track and field officials, rental of athletic equip¬ 
ment, awards, athlete accommodation, and other 
expenses incurred during this most worthwhile 
event. For more information, call John Fletcher 
at (403) 482-6051. 
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by Hy Chaparrel 

A small island off the north coast of Vancouver 
Island in British Columbia has led to heated de¬ 
bates recently in a courtroom. 

The source of the controversy is the question 
of ownership of the island, and lawyers represent¬ 
ing the Kwakiutl Indian band and the island’s pre¬ 
sent owner have been arguing the case before the 
B.C. Supreme Court. 

Deer Island is presently owned by Archie 
”250,000 ° ne year ag ° PUrCh3Sed ‘ he ‘ and fOT 


The Kwakiutl Indian band has sought an injunc¬ 
tion against logging the island. Lawyer Louise 
Mandell, representing the Indian band, told the 
court that logging would violate an 1851 treaty 
between Kwakiutl Indians and James Douglas 
governor of the colony of Vancouver Island. 

The treaty allows the natives to continue hunting 
and fishing on traditional, unoccupied territory 
Mandell claimed. 

The lawyer argued that Deer Island has served 
as a traditional native burial ground and site of 
hunting, fishing, trapping and berry collecting. 

Plans to log Deer Island by Haleta of Halcon 
Log Services Ltd. of Sechelt would cause Indians 
“irreparable harm,” Mandell said. 

. However, Haleta has also sought an injunction 


preventing natives from trespassing on the 64-hec- 
tare island. He has invested more than $700,000 
into the possibility of logging on Deer Island. 

Haleta’s lawyer, John Jordan, argued that native 
treaty rights to Deer Island ceased to exist as of 
late November of last year when Haleta occupied 
the island by moving logging equipment onto it. 

Jordan indicated that the B.C. government con¬ 
trols the legislation of property rights in the pro¬ 
vince, and that the government recognizes 
Haleta's ownership of the island in “fee simple. ’ ’ 
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NOW THE CONSTITUTION 
When the Canadian Constitution was passed in 
1982. a new relationship with native peoples came 

The Constitution not only affirmed treaty rights, 
but stated that aboriginal peoples include Status 
Indian. limit, and Metis. Ultimately, native people 
would like to see a constitutional agreement which 
makes them partners in Confederation with Ottawa 
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Wartime Land 


Judge Upset by B.C. Ministry 


Sale Challenged 


A lawyer claimed last week that the federal 
department of Indian Affairs wasn’t aware of the 
consequences when it turned over a large piece 
of Indian land to returning soldiers at the end of 
World War II. 

Leslie Pinder, one of several lawyers represent¬ 
ing about 300 members of the Doig and Blueberry 
bands, told a Federal Court that land in northeast¬ 
ern British Columbia was crucial to the traditional 
way of life so much cherished by Indians. 

In 1945, the government took away nearly 
16,000 hectares from the Dunne-Za Cree Indians 
and sold it to wartime veterans. 

Both the Doig and Blueberry bands have sued 
the federal government for an estimated $300 mil¬ 
lion in lost mineral rights, including considerable 
oil and gas royalties. 

Through a series of complex deals, the federal 
government transferred the land from Indian Af¬ 
fairs to the Veteran Affairs Department, including 
subsoil mineral rights. The area was quickly turned 
into a prime agricultural market. Most of the orig¬ 
inal farmers in the region have either died, sold 
off their rights, or simply moved away. 

Though the Indians received some $700,000 for 
the reserve land. Elders still contend the Indian 
Act had been violated during the surrender. 

They also believe the transfer was contingent 
on Ottawa managing their mineral rights by leasing 
them out on the band’s behalf - and giving back 
earned royalties. 

This particular case dates right back to 1979, 
when the arguments were first being formed. So 
far, the case has produced not less than 11 volumes 
of documents. A resolution to the trial is expected 
by the middle of March. 
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May the great spirit guide you all. 


by Peter Racey 

A British Columbia county judge has slammed 
the province’s Ministry of Social Services for re¬ 
moving a four-year-old native Indian girl from the 
white family she had been living with in Fort St. 

In a recent decisionb in Prince George county 
court. Judge Frank Perry slapped the ministry for 
"unfairly” taking the girl — named Leanna — 
from Helga and Hartmut Groll after she had been 
in their care for 15 months. 

The ministry had seized Leanna from the Grolls 
last July, not because of allegations of abuse but 
because the Grolls are white. 

The ministry instituted the removal of Leanna 
from the Grolls so that the girl could be raised in 
a home with other Indian children. 

Howeveer, Judge Perry ruled that Leanna would 
enjoy “the best of both worlds” with Helga and 
Hartmut Groll. 

“The superintendent’s decision to remove the 
child — followed the abrupt removal — was unfair 
to her, and to the Grolls in all the circumstances," 
Perry said. 

The ministry is appealing the judge’s decision 
and is keeping Leanna in a different foster home 
until the case goes to court again. 

The four-year-old is a member of the Tachie 
band. After the ministry seized Leanna in July, 
1986, the Grolls filed suit. The band chief, along 
with a reserve elder, testified in the Grail's favour 
at the hearing. 

The ministry should have considered that the 
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child would be living near her reserve, the Judge 
said, and that she would be with the reserve chil¬ 
dren every day. Also, testimony indicated that 
Leanna would still go to the reserve school if she 
lived with the Grolls. 

Helga and Hartmut Groll are determined to gain 
the custody of Leanna. They have already spent 
thousands of dollars in court costs to keep the girl. 

Judge Perry said the ministry officials “govern 
themselves by the dictates of their so-called policy, 
particularly in regard to sibling relationships." In 
saying that this policy should be “flexible”, Perry 
gave the Grolls custody of Leanna. 

In the meantime, four-year-old Leanna awaits 
in a foster home until the day she can return to 
her family. 







































Frobisher Bay Now 
Called Iqaluit 


Agreement Reached on 
Cree Band Claim 


by Peter Racey 

The town of Frobisher Bay. in the Northwest Territories, is now a fixture 
for the history books as it recently underwent a name change. 

The community will now be known as Iqaluit - after the traditional 
name of the southeast area of Baffin Island, where the town is located. 
The word Iqaluit translates into "fish" in the native Inuktitut language 

Frobisher Bay residents approved tha name change in a recent plebiscite, 
and the town’s new name became official as of the first of this year. 

The name change is the first of its kind in the Northwest Territories. 
However, most native communities in northern Quebec have already 
adopted more traditional names. 

The town, with a population of about 3,000 people, has been known as 
Frobisher Bay since the Hudson Bay Company established a trading post 
near the present community in 1914. 

"Half the people here refer to our town as Iqaluit anyway, says Mayor 
Andy Theriault. "That's what it should have been all along. 

The town, about 2,700 north of Montreal, was once a well known 

location for the catching of Arctic char. 

"I do not particularly want to live in a town named after a rip-off artist, 
Theriault, referring to Sir Martin Frobisher for whom the community was 
named. 

Frobisher was an English explorer who made three trips to Baffin Island 
in the 16th century. On each journey Frobisher returned to England with 
furs, ore, and Inuit people. 

Theriault says: "His navigation wasn’t even very good, because he was 
trying to get to China. He has a lot of water named after him; he doesn’t 
need a community. 

The water on whose shores the town is located will remain Frobisher Bay. 

The town council has advised the Northwest Territories government of 
the name change, and the territorial government, in turn, has notified other 
pertinent organizations such as the Post Office. 

The name change could set a precedent, as a number of other native 
communities in the Northwest Territories are expected to follow suit. 

Much of the development of the remote settlement occurred in 1942 
when the United States Air Force built an air base there. 
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by Peter Racey 

The Cree Band of Fort Chipewyan, the province of Alberta and the 
federal government today announced the conclusion of an agreement settl¬ 
ing the “band’s claim - the largest outstanding treaty land entitlement 
claim in Alberta. 

Fort Chipewyan is located at the western tip of Lake Athabasca, 366 
miles (610 kilometres) northeast of Edmonton. 

Bill McKnight, minister of Indian Affairs and Northern Development; 
Jim Horsman, Alberta Attorney General and minister of Federal and Inter¬ 
governmental Affairs; and, Rita Marten, Chief of Cree Band of Fort Chipe- 
wyan announced details of the agreement which provides for 12.280 acres 
(4,969.5) of land to be set aside for Indian reserve purposes, hunting, 
fishing and trapping rights and $26.6 million in cash compensation. 

"I am pleased to announce that as a result of continuing good faith and 
commitment of all parties - the federal government, the province of 
Alberta, and the Cree Band - Canada is now able to fulfill its longstanding 
commitment to the Cree Band of Fort Chipewyan,” Mr. Knight said. 

Settlement of the treat land entitlement also fulfills an obligation assumed 
by the people of Alberta when the province obtained control of its natural 
resources in 1930, under the Natural Resources Transfer Act. 

"The agreement represents years of patient and productive negotiations 
between the band and the two orders of government. This unique settlement 
also creates opportunities for economic development by providing the finan¬ 
cial and natural resources the band needs to ensure the self-sufficiency of 
its members,” said Jim Horsman. 

Alberta, for its part, provides 11,000 acres (4 451.6 hectares) of land 
on seven sites, including mines and mineral rights; $2.6 million in lieu of 
another 13,000 acres (5 260.9 hectares and a $ 15 million cash component. 

' ‘The signing of this agreement is a great event for us because it means 
that the efforts of those who have gone before us were not made in vain,” 
said Rita Marten, Chief of the Cree Band of Fort Chipewyan. "We are 
glad to see the terms of Treaty #8 finally fulfilled.” 

A referendum on the proposed agreement was held by the band during 
the week of April 14 - 18, of this year. The results indicated strong support 
for the proposed settlement among band members; of the 74 per cent voter 
turnout. 94 per cent voted in favour. 

The genesis of the claim is found in the terms of Treaty 8. signed by 
the Cree Band in 1899, which stipulates that a land allotment of 640 acres 
(259 hectares) be made per family of five. 

The terms of the settlement include: 1280 acres (517.9 hectares) of land 
at the existing Peace Point community which will be excised from Wood 
Buffalo National Park; guarantees of continued hunting, fishing and trap¬ 
ping rights for band members in their traditional area within 3 million acres 
(1.2 million hectares) of the 11 million acre (4.45 hectare) Park; the estab¬ 
lishment of a joint band/Environment Canada wildlife advisory board; and, 
confirmation of the release of the province’s obligations to Canada under 
the Alberta Natural Resources Transfer Act. 

Wood Buffalo National Park falls under the authority of Tom McMillan, 
federal minister of the Environment. The excision and wildlife provisions 
are not precedents which will affect other established national parks, but 
recognize the long-standing relationship of band members to lands within 
the parks, where they pursue their traditional lifestyle. 

The settlement reached by the federal and provincial governments and 
the Cree band members has helped to alleviate an issue of long-standing 
contention. 

“The signing of this settlement is a great event for us, because it means 
that the efforts of those who have gone before us were not n vain,” said 
Rita Marten, chief of the Cree Indian band. 

The band’s claim to various rights goes back as far as 1899, when the 
Cree Indians signed the original Treaty No. 8. That agreement promised 
a land allotment of approximately 260 hectares (almost one square mile) 
for each family of five. 
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Lyell Island Still A Hot Issue 


indication of future trends. 

This decision by the B.C. Ministry of Forests 
runs counter to an earlier understanding that no 
such action concerning the resources parevalent 
on Lyell Island would be made before October 
of this year. 

If much of South Moresby in the Queen Char¬ 
lotte Islands is to be designated as parkland, 
then the Windy Bay watershed area of Lyell 
Island would seem to be near the heart of it. 
The Haida, federal environment minister Tom 
McMillan, naturalists, biologists, and out- 
doorsmen of varying degree all agree on this 
premise. 

The watershed is a region teeming with a 
productive salmon stream; trees as ancient as 
1,000 years of age; nesting sites for extravagant 
birds; and lands deeply sacred to the native 
population of the Queen Charlotte Islands. 

’however, so very near to this naturally pris¬ 
tine environment is an eyesore so blatant it de¬ 
fies logical description — a logged area. Thus, 
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of what has been referred to as nothing less 
than an “environmental horror show" — 
Talunkwa Island. Clearcut logging of unstable 
slopes has created a cratered landscape of land¬ 
slides, silated streams, and decaying stumps. 
Anoather unequivocal case of a jewel of an 
island being submissively manhandled into 
something resembling a tombstone. 

Recent plans indicate that Willy one-third of the 
Windy Bay watershed on Lyell Island is to be 
logged. Yet, studies have determined how in¬ 
creased run-off. loss of topsoil, exposure to 
wind of remaining trees, and other factors can 
wholeheartedly degrade the entire region. 

However, one hope exists in that Stephen 
Rogers. B.C. s environment and parks minister, 
need only meet Ins mandate ol protecting the 
environment and nurturing parks to effectively 
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A Wild 
Spree 

by Hy Chaprrel 

The Chief of the Is¬ 
lington band conceded 
last month that some 
band members “got a 
little out of hand” after 
spending almost! I mil¬ 
lion in compensation 
money on shopping 
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As Canada's premiere native owned financial 
institution, we recognize and understand the immense 
potential for growth in the expanding business 
interests of Canada's native people. 

Peace Hills Trust Company is licensed to operate in 
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, 

Yukon and the Northwest Territories. 

Advantages: 

- Member of the Canada Deposit Insurance 
Corporation. 

- Head office and branch facilities located on an 
Indian Reserve 

- Approved lender status under Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corporation, Farm Improvements Loans 
Act, Indian and Inuit Economic Development 
Guarantee order. 

- Small Business Loans Act. 

Among the many services provided are: 

- Cash Management Program 

- Minors Trust Accounts 

- On-Reserve Housing Loans 
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Spending 


sprees and parties. 

Chief Tom Harry of 
the White Dog Reserve 
estimated some 1 
band members spent 1 

mobiles, guitars and 
Christmas presents dur¬ 
ing the spree. 

Each and every 
member of the band was 
given $ 1,000 as part of 
a compensation settle¬ 
ment for mercury pollu¬ 
tion in the English- 
Wabigoon River Sys¬ 
tem, which winds 
through the reserve. 
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Language Rights Sanctioned for NWT 


by Peter Racey 

Aboriginal language rights will soon be legally 
guaranteed in the Northwest Territories. 

The government of Canada's northern territory 
has responded to the recommendations of a task 
force on aboriginal languages by announcing that 
it intends to make aboriginal languages official. 

However, while aboriginal languages will now 
be officially sanctioned, the exact process of deter¬ 
mining these rights has yet to be formulated. 

The languages will be placed on the same level 
as French or English, according to government 
leader Nick Sibbeston. The method used to deter¬ 
mine aboriginal language rights will be different 
than that used to determine French and English 
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language rights, Sibbeston claimed. 

It will be the task of the government over the 
next few months to come up with a design for the 
extent of the rights, he said. 

It is possible those might include the right to 
use native languages in the legislative assembly; 
the right to certain documents and records in native 
languages; and the right to certain court and gov¬ 
ernment services in native languages. 

The intent would be to have native languages 
■•treated with the same respect" as English or 
French, according to Justice Minister Mike Ballan- 
tyne. 

The task force recognized there are practical 
realities, and that regional aboriginal languages 
will not be given official, status throughout the 
Northwest Territories, Ballantyne stressed. 

While the government agreed with most of the 
recommendations of the task force on aboriginal 
languages, there were some differences. 

The government of the Northwest Territories 
believes the new department of culture and 
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munications is capable of taking a major role ikn 
the implementation of language matters desired 
by the task force, rather than spend money on 
establishing a new ministry of aboriginal lan¬ 
guages and culture. 

Also, a new section headed by an aboriginal 
person has been formed within the department of 
education to handle aboriginal language and cur¬ 
riculum development for schools. 

Creation of a new ministry would use over one 
half of the federal language money available in 
1987/88, and would force other departments to 
cut back on language initiatives already underway, 
according to this government document. 

The government also disagreed with the task 
force recommendation to provide “legally en¬ 
forceable (bilingual) language education rights. ’ ’ 
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they won't be hit with 
another tax hike in this 
year's budget. 

Buttered by increases 

taxpayers can now 
-You certainly won't 

taxes"*' Blenkarn said 
last week. "We've had 



i by Peter Racey 

1 Frustration over political and legal inaction on a land claim has prompted 
the Lubicon Lake band members to take matters into their own hands. 

Band members voted unanimously recently to oust oil industry workers 
from a 90-square-mile area the Lubicon Lake group claims as a reserve. 

If the workers of Sonics Exploration Ltd. do not choose to leave the 
reserve area voluntarily, Lubicon Lake chief Bernard Ominayak has indi¬ 
cated that the band is prepared to take appropriate measures to enforce the 
seismic crew’s removal. 

The land area in question is undeveloped prairie suitable for agriculture. 
The Alberta government has honoured the band’s jurisdiction over the 25.4 
square miles it would have received when Treaty 8 was signed, but the 
band is adamant that it is entitled to the 90-square-mile territory. 

By taking the unanimous vote, the Lubicon Lake band is attempting to 
assert its jurisdiction over the entire reserve. The vote is an indication of 
the band’s growing frustration with inaction on their land claim. 

In an effort to protect the land, the band has made the challenge to the 
seismic crew to leave voluntarily. Band members are angered that these 
workers from Sonics Exploration have "snuck in through the back door” 
into the northeast comer of the claimed reserve. 

Band members have clearly marked the reserve land with signs, and 
patrols have been organized to monitor any further activity on the part of 
the seismic crew. 

The exploration company has the approval of the provincial government 
to be in the area, according to Sonics’ vice-president of marketing Mark 
Leriger. The crews have been conducting geo-physical work since 
November. 

Leriger stressed that if the Lubicon Lake band were to take action, the 
company would leave the area. However, he feels Sonics is being singled 
out by the band. 

Talks are being held between the band and the exploration company. If 
an agreement cannot be reached, Leriger said the company will merely 
forfeit the job. 

While Sonics seismic crews were spotted on the reserve area, band 
members have no evidence that other crews are making forays into the 
90-square-mile territory. 
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